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God's People: The Spirit, Church, and Future

Personal Eschatology

Upon their death, people who have been reconciled to God through Jesus go immediately to live 

with God in heaven (Matt. 5:12) (Luke 23:43) (2 Cor. 5:6-8) (Rev. 7:14-17). Those who are not 

reconciled to God will be judged for their sins and sent into eternal punishment in hell (Matt. 3:12; 

5:29; 10:28; 25:41-46) (Luke 16:22-23) (Rom. 9:22) (2 Thess. 1:9) (Rev. 20:12-15). 

Eschatology Proper

The Tribulation

Before Jesus returns to reign as Messiah, there will be a period of tribulation during which 

God's wrath is executed throughout the earth and persecution of Jesus' followers will increase (Matt. 

24:9) (Rev. 6:9-11; 16:1-12). God will send various plagues and catastrophic events upon the earth in a 

display of his wrath (Rev. 6:1-17; 8:5-9:21; 16:1-12, 17-21). God's wrath will not be directly executed 

upon those who are true Christians (Nahum 1:2) (Rom. 1:18) (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:10) (Rev. 7:1-17). Yet 

Jesus' followers will be persecuted so much that there will be division, apostasy, and backsliding 

among them (Matt. 24:10-12). In response to God's wrath, there will be a world-leader, the Antichrist, 

who deceives people with signs and wonders, occupies the Temple, and then desecrates it (Dan. 9:27; 

11:24-35) (Rev. 13:11-15). True Christians will be required to discern his deception and resist any 

allegiance to him (Rev. 13:16-18; 14:1-5, 12-13).  

Armageddon

After the Antichrist betrays Israel in Jerusalem, he will lead a world-wide gathering of armies in 

the area of Megiddo (Dan. 9:27) (Rev. 16:13-16). There will be a siege of Jerusalem and throughout the 

region of Judah, yet the siege will be difficult for Judah's enemies to sustain since the archangel 

Michael will guard them (Dan. 12:1) (Zech. 12:2-4). After this, God will pour out the Holy Spirit on 



ethnic Israel in order for them to recognize Jesus as their Messiah and lament for their sin as he comes 

to save them from the armies of the nations (Zech 12:10-14; 14:1-5). In this way, God will fulfill his 

irrevocable promise of salvation to Israel by granting them faith in Christ (Is. 59:19-20) (Rom. 11:20-

29).

The Rapture of the Church and the Return of Christ

When he returns to earth, Jesus will appear in the sky with his angels who will rescue all the 

elect from Jesus' wrath prior to his attack by bringing them up to him in the sky (Matthew 24:30-31) (1 

Thess. 1:10) (Rev. 14:14-20). Jesus will also bring to life all deceased believers from all of human 

history when he appears in the sky (1 Thess 4:14). These resurrected people will be made holy and 

blameless at the first sight of Jesus (1 Thess. 3:13; 1 John 3:2). They will also have renewed bodies that 

do not suffer decay (1 Cor. 15:52-54).  After this, Christ will descend to earth with his elect, kill the 

Antichrist, and completely destroy the armies which are besieging Jerusalem and Judah  (Isaiah 63:1-7) 

(Joel 3:1-17) (Zech 14:5, 12-15) (2 Thess. 2:3-10) (Rev 19:11-21).

The Judgment of Christ

After the defeat of their armies, the nations will be judged, and those who have opposed Christ 

will be sent into eternal judgment, whereas those who persevered in Christ will be rewarded with an 

inheritance of the Messianic kingdom (Dan. 12:2) (Matt 5:3, 10; 25:14-30). All believers will appear 

before God to account for how they lived on earth and be rewarded according to their faithfulness 

(Matt. 5:12) (1 Cor. 3:10-14) (Rom. 14:10). The reward a person is given by God is the glory they 

obtain from him (Dan. 12:3) (Rom. 2:7).

The Reign of Christ

For 1000 years, Jesus will reign on earth, his followers will govern it, and Satan will be 

imprisoned (Rev. 2:26-27; 20:1-6). His political power will be universal and the place of his throne will 

be in Jerusalem (Is. 9:7) (Dan 9:25). His rule will be a theocracy wherein he requires strict obedience to 

him and severely punishes any disobedience (Zech. 14:18) (Rev. 19:15). All Christians will inherit 



land, while people who are Jewish will receive their original inheritance of land in Israel (Dan. 12:13) 

(Matt. 5:5). People will make annual pilgrimages to Israel to worship Christ and celebrate the Feast of 

Booths with him (Zech 14:16-19). 

Some will remain in the world who are not followers of Christ (Zech. 14:16). By the end of the 

millennium, the number of these people will have grown significantly (Rev. 20:8). Satan will be 

released, deceive these people, and assemble them to revolt (Rev. 20:7-8). As they seek to attack 

Jerusalem, God will destroy all of them with fire (Rev. 20:9-10). At the end of the 1000 years, God will 

judge all the dead according to their works from a great white throne; all except those whose names are 

written in his book of life (Rev. 20:11-15). Finally, God will destroy the heavens and earth by fire (2 

Pet. 3:10-12).

The New Heavens

God will then create a new heavens and earth wherein he will dwell with all of redeemed 

humanity (Rev. 21:1-3). In distinction from the 1000 years, there will be no sin, sorrow, death, or pain 

(2 Peter 3:13) (Rev. 12:1-4).


